
December 21, 2023

Dear ECOS Community,  

ECOS and our members and partners 
accomplished a lot this year and our 
advocacy mattered. 

This year we celebrated the 50th 
Anniversary of ECOS at our 
Environmentalist Awards on Dec. 1st 
at the State Railroad Museum. We send 
heartfelt thanks to our sponsors; we 
could not do our work without you. We 
also thank our ECOS team that made it 
happen. See photos and more informa-
tion on the last page. 

Throughout our history, ECOS has 
addressed environmental challenges in 
our region, and contributed to several 
successful planning actions, three of 
which remain a focus of ECOS today - 
Blueprint, USB, and NBHCP.

For more perspective on the period 
1970 to today, see our video, ECOS 
Past & Present - Key Events and 
History of ECOS. 

Much work lies ahead. Please join our 
ranks, donate, or become a member 
at https://www.ecosacramento.net/. 
Best wishes for the new year.   

Susan Herre
President of the Board of Directors

Urban Service Boundary
In 1993, with strong support by ECOS, 
Sacramento County established the Urban 
Services Boundary (USB), modeled after 
Portland’s Urban Growth Boundary. The 
USB is “the ultimate boundary of the 
urban area in the unincorporated County, 
based upon jurisdictional, natural and en-
vironmental constraints to urban growth. 
It is intended to be a permanent growth 
boundary not subject to modification ex-
cept under extraordinary circumstances.” 
To maintain the integrity of the boundary 
line, four of five County Supervisors would 
be required to approve any change. 

Today, despite the strong policies, three 
developments in Natomas are proposed 
for land outside of the Urban Services 
Boundary -- the 475-acre Airport South 
Industrial (requesting annexation to the 
City of Sacramento), 2000-acre Upper 
West Side, and 5700-acre Grand Park. 
ECOS has mounted a major campaign to 
fight against these proposals.   

Shown in green are the areas in Sacramento County 
that are protected by Urban Services Boundary.

The Blueprint 
The Blueprint, a groundbreaking smart 
growth plan, was developed by SACOG 
with massive public input between 2000 
and 2004. The overall effort and ultimate 
selection of a compact transit-served land 
use alternative was triggered by an ECOS 
lawsuit against SACOG for the lack of con-
formity of its Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan (MTP) with the Clean Air Act. The 
Blueprint inspired then-State Senator 
Darrell Steinberg in 2008 to author 
SB375, that calls for all regions to have a 
Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) to 
achieve greenhouse gas emissions reduc-
tion goals for automobiles and trucks.   

Today, ECOS supports SACOG’s effort 
to develop and gain board approval of 
an MTP/SCS by 2025 that meets the 
California Air Resources Board’s emissions 
reduction target for our region of 19% per 
capita in 2035 compared with 2005. Since 
2008, every SACOG MTP/SCS has met 
CARB’s target, but the most recent 2020 
plan barely met it. Meeting the target is 
critical for our environment, for equity, 
and for the economy. And, if we do not 
meet the target, our region will be ineli-
gible for huge amounts of State transpor-
tation funding. 

2025 Blueprint Discussion Scenario 
for six county region

https://youtu.be/nRPwMrgw6lU
https://youtu.be/nRPwMrgw6lU
https://www.ecosacramento.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2023/12/History-of-ECOS-from-2023-ECOS-50th-Anniversary-Program-Booklet.pdf
https://www.ecosacramento.net/
https://sacog.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/4e92db1af21d4cee91788facaf6043ee


Natomas Basin Habitat 
Conservation Plan
In 1997, the establishment of the Natomas 
Basin Habitat Conservation Plan (NBHCP) 
was required by both national and state 
departments of Fish and Wildlife to pro-
tect the endangered and threatened spe-
cies in the Natomas Basin, as a condition 
of approval for SAFCA to rebuild the levees 
around the basin which would enable 
more development in the basin. It sets 
forth a “Permitted Area” for development, 
and a ratio of one acre of development to 
one-half acre of mitigation land, with the 
remaining land to remain in agriculture.   
ECOS filed lawsuits to strengthen the plan. 
Like the USB, the establishment of the 
NBHCP was a key planning action for our 
region.

Today, the three developments in Natomas 
that transgress the USB also violate the 
NBHCP, as none is in the “Permitted Area” 
for development. Therefore, they threaten 
the success of the habitat plan. ECOS has 
mounted a campaign to raise awareness 
and fight against them.  

Shown in red are the three proposed developments in 
the Natomas Basin referred to above and below.

Committee Activities in 2023 

Water Committee - Chair Ted Rauh

Regional Water Supply: 
ECOS continued to work with the proponents of major regional water supply projects 
to ensure environmental, equity and cost effectiveness concerns are addressed. The 
proponents include: 
- Regional Water Authority’s Groundwater Bank
- Regional Sanitation District’s Harvest Water Project
- Consortium of Water Agencies River Arc Project
- Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency’s Flood MAR projects 

Groundwater Sustainability: 
ECOS worked with regional Groundwater Sustainability Agencies to ensure proper 
implementation of local Groundwater Sustainability Plans. Such implementation in-
cludes monitoring of aquifers and environmentally dependent ecosystems; protection, 
maintenance, and improvement of shallow wells, groundwater sustainability is attained, 
and subbasin storage is improved.

Collaboration:
ECOS works with the Regional Water Authority and the Water Forum, through the 
Water Forum Agreement 2 process, to improve the condition of the lower American 
River and ensure the region has a sustainable water supply for all beneficial uses and 
users.

Habitat 2020 -- Co-Chairs Rob Burness, Sean Wirth

Natural Areas in City Parks:
H2020 formally opened our campaign for protecting natural areas within Sacramento 
City parks with the completion of a 30-page profile of nine at-risk landscapes in 
the City’s parks, and a presentation to the City Parks and Community Enrichment 
Commission in September. 
  
Coordination of Solar Development Sitings and Natural Resources: 
H2020 continued working with member organizations and partners to raise awareness 
of the importance of blue oak woodland habitat in east Sacramento County threatened 
by a large solar development proposal. The team has produced narrated aerial video of 
the property for online distribution.  
  
Collaboration on Acquisition of Habitat Lands: 
H2020 participated with and supported conservation partner organizations in efforts to 
acquire easements and fee title to high value habitat in the Sacramento area. One prior-
ity area is 20 acres of open space/habitat along the American River in Rancho Cordova. 
  
Outreach: 
H2020 highlighted the above issues at our first ever Earth Day table. 



   

Climate Committee -- Chair Ralph Propper

The Climate Committee hosted presentations by: 
•   Sacramento County’s Climate Emergency Mobilization Task Force, to provide input 
to their plans to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030, to be presented to the Board of 
Supervisors in 2024. 
•   Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, which is developing a 7-county 
regional Climate Action Plan, and is coordinating proposals for federal Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grants.
•   City of Sacramento staff developing a new General Plan, a Climate Action and 
Adaptation Plan, and a Transportation Priorities Plan.
•   Caltrans and Yolo County Transportation Authority staff, on plans to add lanes to the 
Yolo Causeway (I-80) between Sacramento and Davis.
•   SACOG staff on the development of a new Blueprint for regional growth.
•   LAFCo consultant on operation of our Local Area Formation Commission.

The Committee also established a Transportation Team, led by Sam Rice, which has 
been active in issues such as a possible ballot measure to increase transit funding.

The Committee has also spoken out in favor of Sacramento City’s plans to end single-
family zoning as a way to address our severe affordable housing and homelessness 
crises.

ECOS submitted a letter to the City of Sacramento about its Draft General Plan Update:
•   The General Plan should include funding plans and a method of prioritizing projects 
based on funding availability.
•   New street standards for transit, tree canopy, and walkability should be connected to 
the Street Classification System.
based on funding availability.
•   The Plan should remove the Special Study Area in Natomas Basin and restore the 
protections to Biological Resources present in the 2015 GPU.

Organizational Development  - Chair Jon Ellison

In 2023, ECOS held approximately fifteen “meet and greet” calls with people new to 
ECOS to see where their strengths and experience might fit best in ECOS, including re-
cruitment of potential board members. We gained some excellent new volunteers, and 
we saw an increase in our membership, especially at the Steward Monthly $10/month 
Level.  

ECOS secured a grant from the Rose Foundation to conduct education, outreach, and 
advocacy related to the developments in the Natomas Basin, described above. With 
Sacramento Metro Advocates for Rail + Transit (SMART), we were awarded a contract 
from SacRT for public education and outreach work on transit.  

ECOS improved our website to facilitate communication flow on issues, and for people 
to sign up for events and contribute to ECOS. 

Collaboration 
ECOS’ strength is coalition building and 
bringing collective resources to a broad 
range of issues by partnering with other 
groups. 

Thank you to our organizational members, 
partners, and affiliates for your willing col-
laboration during 2023.

Our Organizational Members:
350 Sacramento
Breathe California, Sacramento Region
Citizens’ Climate Lobby Sacramento
Environmental Democrats Sacramento
Friends of Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 
International Dark-Sky Association
Physicians for Social Responsibility Sacramento
Sacramento Audubon Society 
Sacramento Electric Vehicle 
Association 
Sacramento Housing Alliance  
Sacramento Natural Foods Coop
Sacramento Valley Chapter, California Native 
Plant Society
Sacramento Vegetarian Society
Save Our Sandhill Cranes
Save the American River Association 
Sierra Club, Sacramento Group

Our Partners and Affiliates: 
California Mobility Center
Civic Thread
Civic Well
Cleaner Air Partnership
ClimatePlan
Community Resource Project
Friends of Swainson’s Hawk
Green Incubator
Impact Foundry
Legal Services of Northern California
Mark Berry of Rancho Cordova
Organize Sacramento
Regional Rail Working Group
Sac Area Congregations Together (SacACT)
SacMoves Coalition
Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates
Sacramento Area Creeks Council
Sacramento Building Healthy Communities
Sacramento Climate Coalition
Sacramento Community Land Trust
Sacramento Electric Vehicle Association
Sacramento Environmental Justice Coalition
Sacramento Investment Without Displacement
Sacramento Metro Advocates for Rail + Transit
SacSplash
Sunrise Movement Sacramento
The Water Forum
The Xerces Society
United Latinos
Valley Vision

https://www.ecosacramento.net/membership/#ecos-individual-and-family-memberships
https://www.ecosacramento.net/membership/#ecos-individual-and-family-memberships
https://www.ecosacramento.net/


ECOS Events Team 

Many hands make light work! 

Thanks to the ECOS Events Team that 
made the 50th Anniversary of the ECOS 
Environmentalists Awards event come off 
so well. Thanks to everyone!  

Michael O’Sullivan for being such a 
capable and gracious MC, for lending
support to the concept of a larger event, 
and providing the music band.  

Alexandra Reagan for handling sponsors, 
ticket holders, venue, and caterer, for 
maintaining our web, for confirming atten-
dance with everyone, and for constancy 
and good cheer.  

Dawn Whitney for handling the contracts 
with the State Railroad Museum and ca-
terer, Hali’s photographs of the event, and 
for guiding people to theater.
 
Heather Fargo for liaising with the 
Natomas Basin Conservancy Board,       
presenting the award on stage to Chandra 
Chilmakuri and John Roberts, and for con-
tributing insights to the video. 

Sheila Harrington for taking the lead on 
updating the History of ECOS, and for 
putting on the pre-event water and cookie 
service with the help of Dr. Michelle 
Steven’s SacState students Jaman and Lexi.  

Ted Rauh for co-writing the History of 
ECOS update with Sheila.

Ted Rauh and Susan Herre for conducting 
interviews of ECOS leaders for the video, 
and Susan for editing the video.

Chelsea Lane for graphics work to design 
the logo for our 50th Anniversary.

Ralph Propper for editing the History of 
ECOS draft, and lending tea lights for the 
dining tables.

Kent Lacin for his excellent event photo-
graphs (above and on ECOS website)

Jason Scott-Sheets, intern with SacCounty, 
for allowing himself to be pressed into 
service to sign people in. 

James Israel for his website work. 

Sherry Rice for handling all the payments 
so expeditiously, and writing thank you 
letters.

Sam Rice for helping with lobby set up, 
and helping people take their seats.

Jon Ellison for advising, and for his and 
Helen’s guidance of people to the theater.  

Anushka Kalyan for signing people into the 
event and staying so long, given she had to 
take the SAT the next morning. 


