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ECOS Annual Report 2022 
 
As we approach the end of the year, we give thanks to Mother Earth for her beauty and relative stability. We reflect 
upon global and national efforts to fight climate change, and we pledge to do more locally. 

Over this past year, ECOS worked to further the sustainability of our land, water, and air in the Sacramento region. As 
we have for many years, we leveraged our advocacy efforts by relying upon our partners and member organizations for 
their expertise and good will. 

In 2023, we pledge to collaborate again, and support our major jurisdictions and transit agency as they develop 
programs of projects for streetscape infrastructure, transportation, and green building to address climate change and 
take advantage of federal funding now available. With the climate crisis escalating, we will strive to be even more 
effective in our advocacy, to persuade our elected leaders to take bold steps to reduce GHG emissions fast. We seek 
your help. Please join us and share your time and talents. 

Climate Action Plans (CAP) 
Over the past two years, our advocacy resulted in improvements to Sacramento County’s Climate Action Plan, however 
many of the greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction measures are still vague and unquantifiable. Although we remain 
concerned the CAP relies too heavily on SMUD’s 2030 clean energy goal, we applaud the County’s collaboration with the 
City and SMUD on building electrification. We continue to push for an explicit prioritization of infill development near 
transit over sprawl; requirements for water conservation and transition to drought-tolerant landscapes; and a 
requirement for new development to be carbon neutral. We support Sacramento County’s Climate Emergency Task 
Force and look forward to its recommendations. We reviewed early draft chapters of the City of Sacramento climate 
plan and will soon comment on the adaptation chapter. 
 
Measure A 
We are glad to report that Measure A, the sales tax initiative sponsored by large-scale housing developers, has been 
voted down. This initiative sought to fund the Southeast Connector and road expansion projects that would have 
spurred sprawl development and hindered our region’s ability to curb GHG.  ECOS opposed the measure and thanks the 
“Measure A Not OK” campaign. 
 
Affordable living 
We continue to support Sacramento Investment Without Displacement and its discussions with the City of Sacramento 
to develop an ordinance for a community benefits agreement (CBA). To stave off displacement effects of new large 
projects, the ordinance would require rent supports, affordable housing, complete streets, transit, and prioritization of 
the local workforce for jobs. 
 
Induced travel demand analysis 
We settled our suit against Caltrans for widening the CapCity Freeway (Business 80) bridge over the American River. We 
were concerned about the growth in air pollution, GHG emissions, sprawl development from induced travel, and 
damage from bridge construction to bat and plant habitats on embankments. The settlement requires Caltrans to 
analyze, as part of CEQA, the impacts of induced travel demand (per SB743), and to provide additional structures for bat 
habitat. 
 
Natomas Projects 
Our Natomas Team is leading the charge on three projects that would threaten the future of the Natomas Basin 
Conservancy, habitat, and farming. The Airport South Industrial and two others are proposed for land zoned for 
agriculture, outside the City, and outside the County’s Urban Service Boundary. 
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Water and Habitat 
ECOS’ Water Committee supports a regional approach to ensure supplies of groundwater and surface water are 
sustainable for both the community and the environment. It advocates for a safe and reliable water supply that supports 
people, rivers and wildlife, recreation and aesthetic values, and agriculture. Our committee, with 40 others, is a member 
of the Water Forum. For the Water Forum 2.0 agreement, as part of the Environmental Caucus, our committee 
developed a statement of principles for the upcoming negotiations of priorities. 

ECOS’ Habitat Committee (Habitat 2020) works to protect our land, water, native plants, and wildlife. Our committee 
commented on the Delta Conveyance Draft Environmental Impact Report, highlighting problems with how the impacts 
on our region’s terrestrial species were addressed in the analysis. In eastern Sacramento County, we are working on a 
campaign to relocate the Coyote Creek Solar Voltaic Project so it will not imperil Blue Oak Woodland habitat. In Rancho 
Cordova, we are working to preserve a key habitat area in the American River flood plain, opposing a proposed housing 
development there.  We continue to review implementation of the South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan, which 
will conserve more than 40,000 acres. 
 
Partners and member organizations with whom we work 

350 Sacramento 
Breathe CA Sacramento Region 
California Mobility Center 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby Sacramento 
Civic Thread 
Civic Well 
Cleaner Air Partnership 
ClimatePlan 
Community Resource Project 
Environmental Democrats Sacramento 
Friends of Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 
Friends of Swainson’s Hawk 
Green Incubator 
Impact Foundry 
International Dark-Sky Association 
Legal Services of Northern California 
Mark Berry of Rancho Cordova 
Measure A Not OK 
Organize Sacramento 
Physicians for Social Responsibility Sacramento 
Regional Rail Working Group 
Sac Area Congregations Together (SacACT) 
SacMoves Coalition 

Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates 
Sacramento Area Creeks Council 
Sacramento Audubon Society 
Sacramento Building Healthy Communities 
Sacramento Climate Coalition 
Sacramento Community Land Trust 
Sacramento Electric Vehicle Association 
Sacramento Environmental Justice Coalition 
Sacramento Housing Alliance 
Sacramento Investment Without Displacement 
Sacramento Metro Advocates for Rail + Transit 
Sacramento Natural Foods Coop 
California Native Plant Society, Sacramento 
Sacramento Vegetarian Society 
Save Our Sandhill Cranes 
Save the American River Association 
Sierra Club Sacramento 
Splash 
Sunrise Movement Sacramento 
The Water Forum 
The Xerces Society 
United Latinos 
Valley Vision 
  

 

https://350sacramento.org/
https://sacbreathe.org/
https://www.californiamobilitycenter.org/
https://www.sacramentoccl.org/
https://civicthread.org/
https://civicwell.org/
http://cleanerairpartnership.org/
https://www.climateplan.org/
https://www.communityresourceproject.org/
https://www.facebook.com/EnviroDemsSac/
https://www.friendsofstonelakes.org/
https://www.swainsonshawk.org/
http://sacgreenincubator.org/
https://impactfoundry.org/
http://www.skykeepers.org/
https://lsnc.net/
https://measureanotok.org/
https://www.organizesacramento.org/
https://www.sacpsr.org/
https://www.sacact.org/
https://sacbike.org/
https://saccreeks.org/
https://www.sacramentoaudubon.org/
https://sacbhc.org/
https://www.sacclimatecoalition.com/
http://www.sacclt.org/
https://www.saceva.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sacejc/
https://sachousingalliance.org/
https://siwd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sactosmart
https://sac.coop/
https://www.sacvalleycnps.org/
http://www.sacramentovegetariansociety.org/wordpress1/
http://soscranes.org/
https://www.sarariverwatch.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/mother-lode/sacramento
https://sacsplash.org/
https://hubs.sunrisemovement.org/sacramento
https://www.waterforum.org/
https://xerces.org/node/1116
https://unitedlatinos.org/
https://www.valleyvision.org/
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