MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 ECOS BOARD MEETING

Prepared by Jon Ellison
In attendance

Board: Brandon Rose, Melinda Bradbury, Jon Ellison, Paul Menard, Andy Sawyer, Eric Davis, Keith Wagner, Jim Pachl, Richard Seyman, Shamus Roller, Michael O’Sullivan, Tony DeRiggi, Alex Kelter, Owen Howlett
Staff: Graham Brownstein

Public: Michelle Polli, Kevin Santos-Coy, Patrice Cox, Kevin Johnson, Daniel Lopez, Mary Tappel, Rafael Aguilera, Earl Withycombe, Nisha Kapadia, Keith Seegmiller, Keith Roberts
President Eric Davis called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.  All present introduced themselves. 

Motion Sawyer, 2nd Menard – minutes from August 2008 board meeting accepted.  Passed unanimously.

Habitat 2020 Committee Report
The Committee dealt mostly with the attempt by the City of Elk Grove to extend it’s “sphere of influence” to or beyond the Cosumnes River, outside the boundaries set by the “blueprint,” thus endangering natural habitat if development is permitted in that region.  A group called Wilton Action Group (WAG), along with Defenders of Wildlife and The Nature Conservancy, has been active, along with ECOS, in protesting the threatened expansion of Elk Grove’s “sphere of influence.”
Transportation, Air Quality and Climate Change (T/AQ/CC) Committee Report
The Committee heard from Scott Smithline w/ Californians Against Waste and Rafael Aguilera w/ The Verde Group, both of whom are concerned with the City of Sacramento’s consideration of a large scale and unprecedented plasma arc gasification garbage incinerator project.  It was decided that since the private company (USST) proposing the project has not been able or willing to share data (which they may not have, since no such project of this size exists), and some experts believe it will cause respiratory health problems from particulate emissions, and because the proposed requirements contract could reduce the rate at which we recycle in Sacramento, and because the City is entering into an exclusive contract agreement with USST, that the Committee will send a letter to the City Council and local media urging the City to hold off until all concerns are addressed and questions answered.
The Committee also discussed the possible adoption of an Indirect Source Rule (ISR) as part of the Eight Hour Ozone Attainment Plan proposed by the Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD).  The ISR, for the first time, will regulate emissions caused by development and construction-related activities: additional vehicles and increases in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) caused by traveling to and from construction sites and pollution from construction activities themselves.  The Committee will send ECOS representatives to a September 25, 2008 workshop prepared to testify in favor of the proposed Indirect Source Rule.
Land Use
The Committee discussed ways to attract and retain members.  It was suggested that the Committee prioritize issues it will target each year and then plug members into each, according to experience and acumen.  It was decided that for the remainder of 2008 the Committee priorities will be (1) establish operating principals; (2) create a project tracking spreadsheet; (3) create a list of tasks ready to be performed, including some that new members of the Committee can step into; (4) assign a Committee newsletter coordinator; and (5) establish criteria for prioritizing Committee involvement with issues.

Solid Waste
The Committee reported that it met in conjunction with the T/AQ/CC Committee regarding the proposed plasma arc gasification project currently under consideration by the City of Sacramento and is in accord that ECOS should urge the City not to proceed until more data is provided and concerns addressed.  The committee will collaborate on the letter that the T/AQ/CC Committee will draft on behalf of ECOS.

Organizational Development
The Committee incorporated comments on the ECOS Strategic Plan.  Motion Sawyer, 2nd Kelter that the amended plan be adopted.  Passed unanimously.  It was suggested that the Plan have specific parameters, like 2009-2014, that each portion have a projected date by when it was planned to be accomplished and by whom (board, staff, etc.), and that the 2009 Work Plan have the same.

Kevin Johnson, candidate for Mayor of Sacramento
Johnson addressed the board and answered questions.  He gave his background and stated his priorities are public safety, education and economic development.  He said he thought Sacramento should have a “comprehensive environmental plan” that included (1) schools built in an environmentally-friendly way; (2) regional transit and air quality planning; (3) emphasis on infill development; and (4) improved rapid transit in accordance with the MTP.  He said he thought the City should provide incentives for “green” development and he would look for advice from the environmental community, including ECOS.

ECOS Committee work and Public Testimony
There was a discussion about how the work of ECOS through its Committees could be done more effectively, including a request that each Committee prioritize issues and determine which Committee member will be the lead person for each issue, making sure to (a) not plan more than can be feasibly accomplished within each year, and (b) be prepared to deal with unanticipated issues as they emerge.

There was also a discussion on protocol for ECOS oral testimony and on how to ensure that our oral testimony is congruent with our written comments.  It was suggested that a lead person from ECOS be designated to speak and then draft talking points, based on written comments whenever available, to be reviewed prior to the hearing.  It was also noted that ensuring robust attendance of important hearings is as if not more important than ensuring congruency of our oral and written comments.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.

