Minutes of ECOS Board Meeting

Monday, May 19, 2008

Attendees: 

Meg Johnson, Mike Roskey, Richard Seyman, Bill Durston, Deanna Gay, John Deeter, Andy Sawyer, Sean Wirth, Matthew Baker, Eric Davis, Graham Brownstein, Nicholas Jensen, Mike Savino, Paul Menard, K. Wagner, Cori Travis, Brian Shea, Brandon Rose, Alex Kelter, Michael O’Sullivan, Barry Wasserman.

Action Items
· Consideration/approval of April minutes deferred to next month’s meeting.

Member Organization and ECOS Coordination - SEIU Local 1000

Mike Roskey, ECOS Director representing SEIU Local 1000
· Mike’s discussion of SEIU Local 1000, the ECOS member organization that he represents, had two purposes: to define SEIU’s members relationships in and to the workplace; and to explain how SEIU mobilizes its members regarding hours and the right to organize.  The interests of ECOS overlap those of SEIU in the areas of: health & safety, transportation, social & governmental services, and environmental workplace issues.

· New ECOS Website 

Graham Brownstein and Nicholas Jensen (ECOS webmaster)
· Graham and Nicolas presented the new layout, design, and purpose of the new ECOS website to provide an online community and forum for environmental bulletins in the Sacramento area. The new website development and maintenance ties into the monthly newsletter and requires monthly input from Directors to update news feed.
Discussion and consideration of Prop 98 and Prop 99
Andy Sawyer representing Sierra Club

· Andy submitted a request to the board to support the Sierra Club with its position against Prop 98 and in favor of Prop 99 by sending out the Sierra Club position on these issues through the ECOS network.

· Prop 98, an anti-rent control and eminent domain initiative, prevents local governments from using eminent domain to preserve habitat and may also weaken other environmental regulations.  This is a follow up Proposition to Prop 90, which voters defeated because it would have undermined environmental protection programs.
· Prop 99 prevents the taking of an owner occupied dwelling to resell for redevelopment. However, this only applies to dwellings, allowing the resale of dilapidated businesses.

· In the event that both Prop 98 and Prop 99 pass, the later invalidates any action under Prop 98.

Keith moved to approve this request and Jude seconded with unanimous approval.

Bill Durston Campaign
· Bill requested ECOS support in his campaign for Congress in California’s 3rd District. Bill’s platform represents physicians for the environment and he addresses issues such as universal healthcare and the anti nuclear campaign. 

· Andy moves that ECOS activists be authorized to use their ECOS titles in their personal endorsements of Durston’s campaign.  Alex seconded.  Unanimous approval. 

· Committee Reports and Matters

· Transportation, Air Quality, Climate Change - Jon Ellison, Richard Seyman

· Currently this committee is following the I-5 project.

Land Use - Barry Wasserman, Paul Menard

· Currently this committee is following: the natural gas storage facility in south Sacramento but has not yet developed a position and intends to review and comment on the City of Sacramento General Plan and will review the Curtis Park Rail Yard Project.

· Habitat (Habitat 2020) - Betsy Weiland, Matthew Baker
· This committee is following a few issues including: the Del Paso regional Parks and Rancho Cordova General Plans, the Mine zone overlay that is trying to pass with a negative declaration, Jackson Highway, the development in Cordova Hills on a vernal pools habitat, and the Economic Incentive Package designed to create a large tax break for large commercial buildings in the county. 

· Solid Waste - Tony DeRiggi

· None.

Organizational Development - Melinda Bradbury, Graham Brownstein

· None.

Announcements

· The end of the year should bring a flux in building permit applications to beat the scheduled December moratorium.

· Kevin Johnson will likely come to speak with the Board in June.

· Transportation Committee meeting will switch to the third Monday by telephone conference.

· Please note that the ECOS Land Use Committee will meet from 5:30 - 7pm on Monday evening immediately prior to and in the same location as the ECOS Board of Directors. If you arrive early, please enter quietly so as not to disturb the committee meeting.
Sierra Club Score Card 

· Cordova Hills

· Surface mining

Adjournment at approximately 9:22pm
