MINUTES OF ECOS BOARD MEETING, APRIL 21, 2008

At 7:00pm, Eric Davis called the meeting to order and some additional agenda items were added.
Action Item: Moved by Sawyer, seconded by Kelter that the Sacramento Mutual Housing Association, a former ECOS member organization, be permitted to renew its membership.  The motion passed unanimously.

Muriel Strand, candidate for Mayor of the City of Sacramento, addressed the board, followed by questions and answers.

Heather Fargo, current Mayor of the City of Sacramento and candidate for re-election, addressed the board, followed by questions and answers.  There were many questions, so a motion was made by Ross (seconded by Savino) to extend the question and answer period ten minutes.  It passed unanimously.

Motion: (Deeter, second by Roller) ECOS members may identify as such when individually endorsing Heather Fargo for Mayor of the City of Sacramento.  It passed unanimously with Jones, Sawyer and Wirth abstaining.

Motion: (Ross, second by Ellison) ECOS members may identify as such when individually endorsing Warren Harding for Sacramento Board of Supervisors.  It passed unanimously with Roller abstaining.

A presentation was made by SMUD Director Susan Patterson and staffer Linda Johnson regarding a proposed rate increase.  They explained that SMUD is proposing a 4% rate increase to add to their “rate stabilization fund.”  This would function in lieu of an insurance policy for which they pay a $6 million premium.  The goal is to cover the purchase of extra power during the hottest months of the year when SMUD’s own hydroelectric power is not sufficient.  Wirth suggested that SMUD consider the cost-effectiveness of making it an option for consumers to participate in the SMUD green energy program in lieu of the 4% rate increase.  The SMUD representatives said they would take this idea under advisement.

Committee Reports:

Land Use – Met in conjunction with the Habitat Committee again – discussed proposed natural gas storage facility
Transportation/Air Quality/Climate Change – Met on March 19 (the day before SACOG board’s final consideration of MTP 2035) and planned testimony.  Sent a letter to SACOG board urging them to remove proposed bridge from Broadway to West Sacramento from MTP until there are further studies on all feasible alternatives.  Reported that the April 2008 Committee meeting is changed from 4/23 to 4/30/08 and all Committee members will receive notice.

Habitat 2020 – Met in conjunction with Land Use Committee.  Addressed: Rancho Cordova’s proposed gutting of its Gen’l Plan’s natural resources element; proposed amendments to surface mining policy in Sac County that would allow manufacturing operations to take place on site of mining operations; and Sac County’s “visioning” workshops for Grantline East area in light of specific project proposal for Cordova Hills at the same location.
Organizational Development – no report

Solid Waste – no report
